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Goals and Objectives 

The goal of this project is to expand the students' knowledge, awareness and experience within 

the genre of Latin Jazz. Three main components that will be touched upon throughout the 

project are: (1) Music History: Highlighting artists musical contributions from the 1960’s & 

1970’s (2) Analyzing musical elements and lyrics from the chosen artist of the specific genre. 

Using resources such as printed lyrics, videos, etc. (3) Composing lyrics in the assigned genre 

while making application of literary devices. The lyrics will be composed and displayed on a 

popular social media template. The project will conclude with teacher recorded performances 

of lyrics written by the students. The student groups will perform their lyrics using recorded 

soundtracks void of any lyrics. For the final product, the recorded material will be featured on 

“Lyrik Tok" (a compilation of performances recorded by the teacher). This recorded 

performance piece will be led by a couple of student disc jockeys chosen by the teacher. Their 

contributions will include brief mentions of historical facts, interviews of the performers and a 

couple of student-made commercials/jingles. 

 

Florida State Standards 

 

MU.5.H.1.1: Identify the purposes for which music is used within various cultures.  
 

MU.5.H.1.2: Compare and describe the compositional characteristics used by two or more 
composers whose works are studied in class. 
 
MU.5.H.2.1:  Examine the contributions of musicians and composers for a specific historical 
period.  
 

MU.5.H.3.1: Examine critical-thinking processes in music ad describe how they can be 
transferred to other disciplines.  
 
MU.5.F.1.1: Create a performance using, visual, kinesthetic, digital, and/or acoustic means to 
manipulate musical elements. 
 

MU.5.S.2: Development of skills, techniques, and processes in the arts strengthens our ability 
to remember, focus on, process, and sequence information.  
 
DA.5.H.2.2: Classify a dance performance or repertoire piece by origin, genre, or period. 
 
LAFS.5.RF.3.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.  
1. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context 
and out of context.  
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Course Outline 

 

 

In an effort to contribute to educating our students in musical comprehension and 

improving their literacy skills, this project will embark our students on a journey of creativity 

through lyric writing while simultaneously refining literary skills of the elementary student 

population. 

Songwriting can have a positive impact on a child’s life. Their knowledge of literary devices 

is no doubt being utilized and put into practice through their original compositions, but it does 

not stop there. The effect lyric writing has on a student’s personal growth as a creative individual 

is the key to enabling our students to become not only skilled writers but well-rounded music 

students. Writing lyrics to popular songs is a great steppingstone for students to explore their 

feelings and ideas through words. Many of these expressions are sung to a melodic rhythm which 

in turn, reinforces their aural awareness of rhythm and pitch.  

“Lyrik Tok’s” interdisciplinary approach can simultaneously foster creativity while further 

reinforcing essential literary skills. From personal experience, ELL students who are from a 

Spanish speaking country have benefited and enjoyed the structure of this project. Having an 

opportunity to write lyrics based on a language they understand allows flexibility for self-

expression.  

The “Lyrik Tok” project merges academic disciplines by exploring music and movement, 

highlighting music artist historical contributions, and incorporating literary devices with lyric 

writing. The culmination of creativity and self-expression will crescendo to an energetic, student-

led performance of original lyric compositions with an instrumental accompaniment.  
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Video and Audio Links 

 

Biography of Tito Puente 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLH90w8HZ2g   

 

Tito Puente "Oye Como Va" ( Original Recording, 1963) 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFpCALtVUcE   

  

Carlos Santana ("Oye Como Va") 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nD4eynxoUso  

 

Basic Cha Cha Cha Tutorial 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWiLi22Cq8w  

 

Oye Como Va Instrumental Track 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FNPPFA0khKI  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLH90w8HZ2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFpCALtVUcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nD4eynxoUso
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWiLi22Cq8w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FNPPFA0khKI
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